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- - -~ - In the Matter of - - - - PUC Docket No. 2008-0273
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

tnstituting a Proceeding to Investigate the
implementation of Feed-in Tariffs

L i e i T S S

in accordance with schedule for the instant docket as amended and approved by the
Commission in its Decision and Order, dated October 29, 2009, the Hawaii Renewable Energy
Alliance ("HREA") respectfully submits its comments on the Independent Observer List filed by
the HECO Companies on November 13, 2009.

HREA offers the following comments for incorporation by the HECO Companies on the
proposed candidates for Independent Observer (*1O”) and the scope of work for the 10.

Comments on the Proposed Candidates for Independent Observer

1. General. HREA does not object to any of the proposed 10 candidates. In reviewing the
aftached letters of interest and statement of qualifications from the proposed |0
candidates, HREA notes that the candidates all appear to be senior individuals and/or
companies with impressive professional qualifications and credentials in utility and/or
regulatory matters. In the information provided, HREA notes that general experience is
provided on the candidates and relevant experience in some cases. While there is
certainly enough information provided to justify consideration of each of the proposed
candidates, HREA was also seeking information on actual performance in terms of the
success rate for selection and award of renewable projects, resolution of any disputes
during the procurement process, and actual project implementation. We trust these
factors, atong with the ability of the FiT 10O to coordinate with other 10s, such as on

competitive bidding process, will be included in the evaluation and selection process.



2. Specific. HREA offers the following comments on the information provided for each of
the proposed candidates.

a. Mr. Carl Freedman. HREA understands that Mr. Carl Freedman has indicated that
he will not be available during the period anticipated by the HECO Companies that
would be required for fulfilling the 10's scope of work. We also note that the May 7,
2007 letter from Mr. Freedman, attached to the HECO Companies’ filing, indicates
interest in and qualifications for the Competitive Bidding 1O position. Thus, should
Mr. Freedman still be considered by the HECO Companies, HREA suggests that Mr.
Freedman provide a letter indicating his qualifications for the FiT 10 position.

b. Mr. Mathew Kahal. Mr. Kahal appears to have significant experience in utility power
plant acquisitions, including review of competitive procurements for various
regulatory entities. However, Mr, Kahal's submittal does not indicate any specific
experience as an IO or knowledge of queuing processes relative to FiTs.

¢. Mr. Barry Sheingold. Mr. Sheingold appears to have significant experience in the

design and structuring of competitive procurements and oversight of competitive
procurements, as well as a broad range of experience in related utility and regulatory
matters. This experience, including that of his colleagues Mssrs. Donald McCauley
and Richard Gross, includes renewable energy. However, Mr. Sheingold's does not
indicate any experience or any knowledge relative to FiT queuing processes or his
current position as the Competitive Bidding 10 for HECO. With regard to the latter,
we are wondering whether Mr. Sheingold would be available to serve as the 10 for

both the Competitive Bidding and FiT processes.



d. Accion Group (Mssrs Alan Kessler and Harry Judd). The Accion Group appears to

have significant experience as consultants to the utility industry, and their submittal
indicates “Independent Evaluation — Power Supply,” including renewables. Their
submittal references specific experience in “rate and tariff designs,” “queuing of
available resources,” and “dispute resolution.” Experience in Hawaii is indicated in
two areas (Chart 1, pg. 2 of their submittal), including, presumably RFPS for *20 -
25 MW" and” Inter island Transmission.” However, no details relating to this
experience were provided. Details were provided for their rotes as Independent
Evaluators for the Georgia Public Service Commission and Portland General Electric
and as an Independent Monitor for the Tuscon Eiectric Power Company. Finally,
professional summaries were provided for key Accion Group individuals, including
two that are proposed for the FiT 10 Mssrs. Alan Kessler and Harry Judd.
Comments on the I0’s Scope of Wark
While not specifically required in the Commission'’s interim Decision & Order, HREA
recommends that the HECO Companies consider expanding the IO's Scope of work to include
oversight of the tariff design and rate setting process and development of reliability standards.
We believe these additions to the Scope of Work would help facilitate the overall FiT design

and implementation process.

DATED: November 18, 2009, Honolulu, Hawaii
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The foregoing HREA Comments were served on the date of filing by Hand Delivery or

by email to each such Party as follows.

CATHERINE P. AWAKUNI
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DEPT OF COMMERCE & CONSUMER AFFAIRS

DIVISION OF CONSUMER ADVOCACY
P.O. Box 541
Honolulu, Hawaii 6809

DEAN MATSUURA

MANAGER

REGULATORY AFFAIRS

HAWAIHAN ELECTRIC COMPANY, INC.
P.O. Box 2750

Honolulu, HI 96840-0001

JAY IGNACIO
PRESIDENT

HAWAII ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANY, INC.

P. Q. Box 1027
Hilo, HI 96721-1027

EDWARD L. REINHARDT
PRESIDENT

MAUI ELECTRIC COMPANY, LTD.
P. O. Box 398

Kahului, HI 96732

THOMAS W. WILLIAMS, JR., ESQ.
PETER Y. KIKUTA, ESQ.

DAMON L. SCHMIDT, ESQ.

GOODSILL, ANDERSON QUINN & STIFEL
Alii Piace, Suite 1800

1099 Alakea Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

ROD S. AQKI, ESQ.
ALCANTAR & KAHL LLP
120 Montgomery Street
Suite 2200

San Francisco, CA 84104

MARK J. BENNETT, ESQ.
DEBORAH DAY EMERSON, ESQ.
GREGG J. KINKLEY, ESQ.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

425 Queen Street
Honotulu, Hawaii 96813
Counse| for DBEDT
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CARRIE K.S. OKINAGA, ESQ.

GORDON D. NELSON, ESQ.

DEPARTMENT OF THE CORPORATION COUNSEL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

530 South King Street, Room 110

Honoluly, Hawaii 96813

LINCOLN S.T. ASHIDA, ESQ.

WILLIAM V. BRILHANTE JR., ESQ.

MICHAEL J. UDOVIC, ESQ.

DEPARTMENT OF THE CORPORATION COUNSEL
COUNTY OF HAWAII

101 Aupuni Street, Suite 325

Hilo, Hawaii 96720

MR. RILEY SAITO

THE SOLAR ALLIANCE
73-1294 Awakea Street
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96740

MR. CARL FREEDMAN
HAIKU DESIGN & ANALYSIS
4234 Hana Highway

Haiku, Hawaii 96708

MR. THEODORE E. ROBERTS
SEMPRA GENERATION

101 Ash Street, HQ 12

San Diego, California 82101

MR. ERIK KVAM

"CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
ZERO EMISSIONS LEASING LLC
2800 Woodlawn Drive, Suite 131
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822

JOHN N. REI
SOPOGY INC.

2660 Waiwai Loop
Honclulu, Hawaii 56819

GERALD A. SUMIDA, ESQ.
TIM LUI-KWAN, ESQ.
NATHAN C. NELSON, ESQ.
CARLSMITH BALL LLP
ASB Tower, Suite 2200
1001 Bishop Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Counsel for HAWAII HOLDINGS, LLC, dba FIRST WIND HAWAH

MR. CHRIS MENTZEL
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
CLEAN ENERGY MAUILLC

619 Kupulau Drive
Kihei, Hawaii 96753 ‘
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“DXTED: Honolulu, Hawaii, Novemnber 18, 2009
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